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THE MOUNTAIN AIRPORTS

Through coordination with the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), the Colorado Department of
Transportation — Division of Aeronautics (CDOT) conducted
an update of the 2003 Colorado Mountain Airport Study.
The 2010 Colorado Mountain Airport Study updates and
expands on the unique aspects and challenges that Colorado
mountain airports face. Over the last 7 years, the Colorado
Mountain Airport System (CMAS) continued to grow and
prosper, and it is important to demonstrate the value that
these 14 airports provide to both the State and FAA in terms
of investment.

The CMAS is comprised of 8 commercial service and 6
general aviation airports, and is used by a wide variety

of aviation users. The fleet mix at the commercial service
airports ranges from single-engine piston general aviation
to large corporate jet aircraft to Boeing 757 and Airbus jet
service. The fleet mix at the general aviation CMAS airports
includes single, multi-engine piston and turboprop aircraft,
and large corporate jets.

The CMAS airports are located along Colorado’s Western
Slope, which is defined as the region on the west side of the
Continental Divide in Colorado. Due to growing population
and expanding economic opportunities, many towns on the
Western Slope are growing at a significant rate.
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In many areas throughout the Western Slope, local

airports, many of the study airports in particular, have

been a key component in facilitating growth and economic
development. Additionally, many of the CMAS airports

are located in resort/destination communities and often
times, owners of vacation homes and hobby ranches in such
communities take advantage of the close and convenient
access to their property by using general aviation aircraft.
On any given holiday weekend, nearly 1/10 of the nation’s
business jets can be found in Colorado.

The physical location of many of the CMAS airports also
results in an extreme operating environment for both
airport and aircraft operators when compared to airports in
non-mountainous environments. Impacts of this extreme
operating environment on both airports and aircraft include:
significant and localized weather such as snow and severe
thunderstorms; high density altitude; higher construction
and maintenance costs; physical facility constraints due to
terrain that leads to a lack of apron space; and the inability
to accommodate longer runway lengths.

On any given holiday weekend,
nearly 1/10 of the nation’s business
jets can be found in Colorado.

287

SEPTEMBER 2010









